
FAll 2021 
Possible elective Courses for Selected Categories: Certificate in Critical Cultural Competence 

All electives to be applied to the certificate must be approved by the coordinator, Yolanda Spears.  You may also contact her  if a course you 
are interested in is not on this list.  Yolanda-spears@uiowa.edu  

 

Elective 
Category 

Course Department Description GenEd Pre-req 

  
African American Studies 

    

African 
American 
Culture 

Introduction to African American 
Society 
AFAM:1030 

African 
American 
Studies 

Students are encouraged to use critical thinking to examine the 
impact of historical evolution on social institutions and African 
American society. Various issues surrounding race, class, gender, 
and sexuality will be explored specifically as they relate to societal 
institutions like religion, politics, education, law, sports, and 
globalization. The class will include visual materials, discussion 
segments, presentations, and valuable readings. Students are 
required to complete all readings, assignments, and participate fully 
in class discussions. 

Hum/C
D 

None 

African 
American 
Culture 

Black Culture and Experience  
AFAM :2500 

African 
American 
Studies 

This course explores black culture and experience within a 
contemporary perspective. Readings, interactive experiences, course 
assignments (interview, essays and final paper) and unit quizzes will 
offer students the opportunity to better understand black culture in 
the 21st century. The course will explore a variety of important 
societal topics such as: education, religion, literature, theater, media, 
politics, sports, criminal justice, health and economics 

Diversit
y and 

Inclusio
n 
 

None 

African 
American 
Culture 

AfAmer Wmn, Health, Hair and 
Sexuality  
GWSS:2800 

African 
American 
Studies 

From the exotic to the erotic, African American women's bodies 
have been constructed to fulfill a variety of personal and cultural 
fantasies as well as social functions that are "killing us softly"; how 
cultural icons and myths of black women—Jezebel, Mammy, Tragic 
Mulatto, Aunt Jemima, Sapphire, Matriarch, Welfare Queen, and 
more recently, the overachieving black woman—shape and create 
restrictions and visions of the self that contribute to health 
disparities; engaging black feminist/womanist theory to explore how 
larger images influence everyday acts of self-care and pleasure, such 
as hair and sexuality, on the health of African American women. 

None None 

 Native American & Indigenous 
Studies  

    

  
Gender and Sexuality 

    

Gender and 
Sexuality 

Intro to Gender, Wmn & Sexuality 
Studies 
GWSS:1001 

Gender, 
Women's, and 
Sexuality Studies 

What is gender?  What is sexuality?  Why does studying them 
matter?  This course helps you answer these questions by focusing 
on the specific ways our daily lives are shaped by gender and 
sexuality. We will discuss gender and sexuality at the intersections 
of race and class as well.  These socially and historically constructed 

Values 
and 

Culture 

None 
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categories of analysis exist together and affect each other.  Our 
lectures and discussion sections will ask you to think critically about 
gender and sexuality and about the consequences that our 
assumptions about them have on our daily lives.  We will discuss 
personal issues—such as body image and sexuality—as well as 
public and political issues – such as the wage gap, reproductive 
justice, sexual assault and harassment.  Additionally, we will 
evaluate and rigorously analyze writing, research, and popular 
representations of gender and sexuality.  You need no prior 
familiarity with conversations about gender or sexuality or 
feminism—just an interest in exploring some of the most powerful 
issues that shape and affect our daily lives.     Course assignments 
will include a midterm and take-home essay final exam, a short paper 
that allows students to reflect on how course themes and identities 
are experienced in daily lives, as well as in-class activities in 
discussion sections. 

Gender and 
Sexuality 

Inequality in American Sport 
GWSS:1074/AMST:1074/SPST:1074 
 
 
 

Sports Studies This course offers students an introduction to current scholarship and 
debates surrounding issues of inequality in sport. Students will learn 
how to use a critical cultural studies perspective to examine the 
meaning of sport within the US. In particular, the course focuses on 
the relationships and dynamics of inequities in sport structured along 
such lines as race, class, gender, sexuality, age, and physical 
ability/disability. The class is offered in a lecture/discussion section 
format. 

None None 

Gender and 
Sexuality 

Gender and Society 
 (SOC:1310/GWSS:1310) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sociology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This course is designed to give you an introduction to the 
sociological analysis of gender in American society. As part of its 
focus, sociology investigates and exposes aspects of social life that 
are usually taken for granted. In this course, we will critically 
examine the multiple ways that gender organizes and structures the 
social world in which we live. To this end, we will be investigating 
such topics as the predominant theoretical stances related to the study 
of gender, femininities and masculinities, how gender structures 
everyday social interaction, and how social institutions (e.g., 
education, work, family, the media) create gendered meanings and 
structures. Finally, we will conclude by considering ways to 
intervene in many of the processes that perpetuate gender-based 
inequality 

Values 
and 

Culture 
 

None 

Gender and 
Sexuality 

Sexuality in the United States 
GWSS-3154 

Gender, 
Women’s and 
Sexuality Studies 

Political and social debates regarding sex and sexuality persist in the 
contemporary US. Conversations and contemplation relating to the 
significance and meanings of sex and sexuality take place all around 
us, including within families, at places of worship, in court rooms, at 
government offices, among friends, and within various media. In this 
class, we work to understand how constructions of sex and sexuality 
in the US shape society, our experiences, and our identities. We will 
explore some of the manners in which intimate aspects of our lives 
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are shaped by political, economic, and historical contexts with 
attention to how ideologies of race, class, ethnicity, nation, and 
gender intersect with and inform our behaviors, relationships, and 
the meanings we attach to them.  

Gender and 
Sexuality 

Gender, Wmn’s, and Sexuality Std 
Practicum 
GWSS: 3005:2000 
 
 
 
 
 

Gender, 
Women’s and 
Sexuality Studies 

In this course students will explore the intersection of gender, race, 
sexuality, class, healthcare, illness and end-of-life through a 
practicum experience at a local healthcare provider. Students will be 
responsible for providing end-of-life care for the patients served by 
the provider. Graduate and undergraduate students from various 
disciplines are welcomed. Students will also be asked to read 
scholarly texts in order to learn more about end-of-life, narrative 
medicine, healthcare inequalities, and intersectionality. They will 
also be expected to discuss these topics, write a series of deep 
reflections about their work at agency. NOTE: The class requires at 
least three hours per week of service at the health care agency 

None None 

Gender and 
Sexuality 

Writing to Change the World 

GWSS:3138 
 

Gender, 
Women’s and 
Sexuality Studies 

Writers who can frame questions, weigh competing perspectives, 
structure an argument, and write with clarity and respect for 
diverse audiences as powerful agents for change; writers who 
have inspired human rights movements; public forms of writing 
with local organizations whose missions are shaped by social 
attitudes to gender and sexuality; conducting research and 
evaluation of evidence; best practices for communicating and 
collaborating; skills needed to be an effective advocate.  In this 
course, the students and the teacher aim to improve our ability to 
write and speak effectively, especially to advocate for positions, 
causes and people that we value. 

 

None RHET:1030, 
1040, or 1060 

Gender and 
Sexuality GWSS:3100: 

 
 

LGBTQ/Queer Studies 

 

 

 

 

Gender, 
Women’s and 
Sexuality Studies 

In the last two decades, it seems like everything has been 
queered.  We have queer theory/queer politics, queer citizenship, 
queer performativity, genderqueer, the New Queer cinema, the new 
New Queer cinema, Queer Eye for the Straight Guy, Queer as 
Folk—and these are only some of the examples that explicitly use 
queer as a signifier. It should be clear that the meaning of “queer” is 
up for grabs as all of these examples employ related but different 
connotations of the term. The reclamation of “queer” has been a 
welcome development in some circles, while in others “queer” may 
connote, among other things, racism, sexism, and/or politically 
paralyzing theory. Each of these positions is informed by different 
interpretations of the meaning of “queer,” interpretations that 
conflict over the importance of one’s identity, actions, and sexuality. 
We will enter these debates from the perspective of engaged 
intellectuals, concerned with improving cultural modes of 
democratic practice. These practices include activities such as the 
production and consumption of various kinds of media and legal 
rhetorics, the use of public and private spaces, and the possibilities 

None None 
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of coalitional politics. As engaged intellectuals we will allow 
political practices and academic theorizing to inform one another as 
each one of us develop our stance on the utility of rhetorics of queer 
identities, theories, and politics. 

 Global Health     

Global and 
International 
Populations 
and Culture 

Ancient Medicine 
GHS:1181 
 
 
 
 

Global Health 
Studies 

This class thematically examines the intellectual, practical, and 
social dimensions of medicine in the ancient Mediterranean world, 
from ancient Egypt through ancient Greece and Rome to the early 
Islamic and Christian middle ages:  the nature, theories, and 
intellectual development of medical thought; its dietetic, 
pharmacological, and surgical practices; and the institutional, class, 
and geographic setting of its practitioners and patients.  The theories 
and practices of ancient Greco-Roman physicians, the focus of this 
class, became the prevailing medical tradition of the Islamic world 
and European medicine until the mid-19th century.  This class also 
introduces the major historiographical perspectives involved in 
studying and understanding historical medicine. 

HP None 

Global and 
International 
Populations 
and Culture 

Intro to Global Health Studies 
GHS:2000:0001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Global Health 
Studies 

Global health as a study of the dynamic relationship between 
human health and social, biological, and environmental factors that 
drive the spread of disease; core areas of global health research that 
may include health inequalities, maternal and child health, 
infectious diseases, nutrition, environmental health, and health 
interventions.  This class offers a comprehensive introduction to the 
field of Global Health studies. Bringing together approaches from 
the social sciences and epidemiology, the class analyzes key 
epidemics, debates and interventions from around the world. 
Students taking this course will be graded based upon weekly writing 
assignments, a midterm, a final research paper, attendance and 
participation. In an introductory course, the litmus test for student 
achievement is their willingness to learn and the effort to expand 
their knowledge of a subject. These will be the key predictors of 
student success in this course. 

None None 

Global and 
Internation
al 
Populations 
and Culture 

Identifying/Developing Glbl Health  
GHS:3010:0001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Global Health 
Studies 

The purpose of this seminar-format course is to prepare students to 
identify and develop an international project that can be competitive 
for University funding, such as a Stanley Award. This international 
experience could be completed as part of a study abroad program, a 
service learning course, an internship, a volunteer experience or as 
an independent research project. There will be several sessions that 
will explore global health themes that might stimulate selection of a 
project. The course will include sessions on searching and reviewing 
the literature, the design of a project, the regulatory requirements for 
research involving human subjects and sources of external funding 

None None 
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to support an international project. Materials supporting these 
presentations will include key readings, Powerpoint slides and 
videos. 

Global and 
International 
Populations 
& Culture 

Development in a Global Context I 
GHS:3600:0IND 

Global Health 
Studies  

Under the guidance of a UI faculty mentor students prepare for an 
internship in international development.  Preparation includes 
preliminary research into models of development (social, economic, 
and ecological); geographically-specific history and culture; and 
site-specific organizational information. Students produce an 
application essay that is used to match them to an international 
organization/ project.  Once matched, students communicate with 
their on-site mentor/ supervisor and complete preparatory tasks as 
assigned (for example, literature review; book summaries; basic 
research methodology). 

None Requires 
Special 

Permissions 

Global and 
International 
Populations 
& Culture 

Development in Global Contest II 
GHS:3700:0IND 

Global Health 
Studies 

Under the guidance of a UI faculty mentor students contextualize 
their internship experience by producing a research paper in which 
they analyze international development programs, including both 
challenges and solutions. 

None Requires 
Special 

Permissions 

Global and 
International 
Populations 
& Culture 

Promoting Health Globally 
GHS:3850:0EXW 

Global Health 
Studies 

Students produce a research paper analyzing their personal 
internship in an international development program.  Reflections 
on Real World Interventions.  Major global health threats in the 
United States and abroad; impact of culture, history, economics on 
health disparities; approaches, programs, policies to remedy them. 

None None 

Global and 
International 
Populations 
and Culture 

Hungry Planet Global Geographies 
GSH:3070 

Global Health 
Studies 

Societal and environmental implications of past, current, and future 
global food supply examined from a geographical perspective; focus 
on questions of who eats what, where, and why; transformative 
history of agriculture, modern agribusiness and alternative food 
supplies, geopolitical implications of food production, food scarcity 
and rising food costs, urban versus rural agriculture, the obesity 
epidemic versus malnutrition, and the future of food.This course 
will focus on questions of who eats what, where and why?  The 
societal and environmental implications of the past, current and 
future global food supply will be examined from a geographical 
perspective.  Course topics include the transformative history of 
agriculture, modern agribusiness and alternative food supplies, the 
geopolitical implications of food production, food scarcity and rising 
food costs, urban versus rural agriculture, the obesity epidemic 
versus malnutrition, and the “future” of food.  Readings include both 
scholarly and popular non-fiction sources, supplemented by guest 
speakers on agriculture, public health, local food movements and 
student sustainability groups. 

None None 

Global and 
International 

  
Geography of Health 

Global Health 
Studies 

Provision of health care in selected countries, with particular 
reference to the Third World; focus on problems of geographical, 

None None 
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Populations 
and Culture 

 
GHS:3111 
 
 
 
 

economic, cultural accessibility to health services; disease ecology, 
prospective payment systems, privatization, medical 
pluralism.Geographical analysis of spatial patterns of disease, 
disease mapping, and tests for spatial clustering of disease are 
examined as well as applications of geographical information 
systems to the analysis of disease patterns and to the allocation of 
health resources. Also covered is improving geographic access to 
health resources in different socioeconomic and geographical 
contexts. The course is an introduction to the application of 
geographic analysis methods in health and to the kinds of problems 
for which these methods are appropriate. The course is appropriate 
as an elective for human geography majors and for students in the 
social or health sciences who may have no background or special 
interest in geography but who are interested in questions of the 
health of populations in different geographic contexts. 

Global and 
International 
Populations 
& Culture 

Health and Environment: GIS 
Applications 
 
GHS:4150 

Global Health 
Studies 

Introduction to how geographic information systems (GIS) and 
spatial statistics are used in the study of patterns of health and 
disease in space and time.  This course will provide an introduction 
to how geographic information systems (GIS) and spatial statistics 
are used in the study of patterns of health and disease in space and 
time.  The class emphasizes application-based learning, pairing class 
lectures and readings on theories underlying geographical modeling 
with hands-on usage of GIS and other spatial analysis software used 
by spatial epidemiologists.  Both infectious and non-infectious 
health outcomes will be used to demonstrate topics such as clustering 
of events, environmental health, neighborhoods and health, etc. 

None None 

  
Latinx Culture 

    

Latinx 
Culture 

Global Aging 
 (GHS:3050/SSW:3135/ASP:3135) 
 

Social Work Using concepts from sociology, demography, anthropology, social 
work, public health, and nursing, this course is organized around two 
international frameworks related to aging: The World Health 
Organizations, “Active Aging Framework,” and the United Nation’s 
“Principles for Older Persons.”   A main message of the course is 
that what “older adulthood” means is a product of society; it can and 
does change over time. Societies can choose to develop rituals and 
policies that affirm the period of life called “older adulthood,” or can 
stigmatize or attempt to ignore the period of life. Each approach has 
implications for the older adults and for society. Assignments 
include short reflection essays, a multiple choice midterm exam, and 
a term paper. This is a core course in the Aging Studies Certificate 
Program. 

None None 
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 Theory and Practice of 
Cultural Diversity 

    

Theory and 
Practice 

Language, Culture and 
Communication  
ANTH:1401 

Anthropology Human language in context of animal communication; 
development, acquisition of language; biological base; language as 
a linguistic system in cultural social context.  This course considers 
language in the context of human social interaction and cultural 
diversity. It begins with an exploration of signs, illuminating the 
nature of language as a complex sign system that makes culture 
possible. We explore the similarities and differences between human 
language and animal communication and ask how language shapes 
the way we perceive and make sense of the world we live in. We then 
move to consideration of language in social interaction and even as 
a form of action itself.  We interrogate the dynamics of everyday 
conversation and artful uses of language as performance.  We ask 
how language practices shape and reflect social identities, how 
language becomes invested with social power and is implicated in 
relations of social domination, such as gender, class and race. This 
course satisfies the Social Sciences General Education Requirement. 

Social 
Science

s 

None 

Theory and 
Practice  

Cultural Anthropology 
 (ANTH:1101) 

Anthropology ‘Culture’ consists of the ideas and behaviors that people acquire as 
members of a social group.  These are inherent in the various ways 
in which people adapt to and utilize their environment, organize 
and identify themselves, interact with one another, and express 
their thoughts and feelings.  When we speak of “a culture,” 
therefore, we are basically referring to a particular people’s way of 
life.  This course is an introduction to Cultural Anthropology—the 
comparative study of culture based on descriptive information 
drawn from various societies (that is, groups of interrelated, 
interacting people) all over the world.  The course is intended to 
(1) introduce the fundamental concepts that constitute the 
discipline of Cultural Anthropology, (2) promote a greater 
appreciation for the richness and diversity of culture throughout 
the world, and (3) provide students with a better understanding of 
other ways of life, as well as deeper insight into their own. 

 

SocSci, 
Values/ 

and 
Culture 

None 

Theory and 
Practice 

Citizenship in a Multicultural 
Society 
 (RCE:4197) 

Rehabilitation 
and Counselor 
Education 

The focus of the course is to encourage students to ponder their role 
as a citizen in a democratic society.  Students will explore societal 
issues that will affect their day-to-day personal and professional 
lives. The content is relevant to college students who will be 
interacting in our ever-growing global society.  Issues the course may 
cover:  Racism, sexism, ableism, heterosexism, and white privilege. 

None None 

  
Issues of Class and Poverty 

    

 Asian and Asian American Culture     
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Asian and 
Asian 
American 
Culture 

Asian Art and Culture 
 (ARTH:1070) 

Art and Art 
History 

A survey course providing overviews of the arts and cultures of three 
major traditional divisions of Asia:   greater India; China and its 
neighbors;  and  Japan.  The course is divided into three parts, one 
for India, one for China, and one for Japan.  A separate compact 
paperback textbook will be assigned for each part.  Within each part 
the emphasis will be on works of art (architecture, sculpture, 
painting, ceramics, etc.).  The art will be placed in the historical and 
cultural contexts of the people and times producing it. 

Historic
al 

Perspect
ive,Liter

ary, 
Visual, 

and 
Perform
ing Arts 

None 

Asian and 
Asian 
American 
Culture 

Asian Humanities: Japan 
 (JPNS:1506) 

Asian & Slavic 
Languages and 
Literatures 

Introduction to premodern, modern, and contemporary Japanese 
culture; special attention given to the relationship of classical texts 
to contemporary novels, short stories, manga, anime, music, and 
film; students consider relationships of textual and visual cultures, 
high art and low art, moments of crisis and the everyday, the sacred 
and the profane, men and women. Taught in English.  This course 
is an introduction to 1300 years of Japanese literature and culture 
with special attention paid to the relationship of classical texts to 
contemporary novels, short stories, manga, anime, music, and film.  
Throughout this course we will consider the relationships of textual 
and visual cultures, of high art and low art, of moments of crisis and 
the everyday, of the sacred and the profane, and of men and women.  
All readings for this class will be in English translation; no 
knowledge of Japanese is necessary.  This course includes screenings 
of film and anime with English subtitles. 

Values 
and 

Culture  

None 

 Religion     

Religion Intro to Hebrew/Bible/Old 
Testament  
RELS:1070 

Religious 
Studies 

What exactly is the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament? How can we 
understand this work when so many Jewish and Christian groups 
not only disagree about its interpretation but also what books and 
even versions of those books should be included?  This course will 
introduce the student to the contents of the Old Testament, also 
known as the Hebrew Bible, and examine these individual writings 
within their historical contexts. Throughout the semester, the class 
will learn how to recognize and analyze the major themes and 
characters of the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible. The purpose of this 
course is to understand the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible within the 
broader cultural background of the ancient Near East, the history of 
the people who composed the book, and how the literary contents 
of the Bible reflect, reject, or otherwise interact with the cultural 
and historical circumstances of the times. 

VSD None 

Religion Introduction to Islamic Civilization 
RELS:1130 

Religious 
Studies 

Introduction to Islamic Civilization is a historical survey of Islamic 
institutions, communities, literature, arts, sciences, cultures, and 
practices since the 7th century. This course is for students with an 
interest in learning about the Islamic civilization, the religious 
practices and beliefs, and/or the history or the regions where 

Intern & 
Global 
Issues 

and 
Values 

None 
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Muslims are in the majority.  We will examine the traditions and 
main social and legal institutions of Islam. Arguably, Islam, as a 
major system of beliefs and practices in the world, affects both 
Muslims and non-Muslims. Consequently, besides examining the 
basic tenets, texts, and ideas of the Islamic civilization, this course 
focuses on the variety of ways in which Muslims and non-Muslims 
have understood and interpreted Islam. We will review the 
discussions surrounding the life of the Prophet of Islam, Islamic 
pre-modern and modern history, the place and role of individuals 
and society, the legal and economic status of women, and Islamic 
governments and movements. As a survey course, we will examine 
these topics through an interdisciplinary approach: we will apply 
textual, legal/normative, anthropological, geographical, 
sociological, analytical, linguistic, and historical methodologies.  

One of the aims of this course is to give voice to Islamic texts and 
provide a window into how Muslims, in varying socio-historical 
contexts, view themselves and how they view others. We will 
address specific topics such as Islamic doctrines and law, 
philosophy, Sufi mysticism, Islamic science and arts, gender issues, 
politics, the ongoing debate between modernism and traditionalism 
in contemporary Islamic societies, and Islam in the West. The 
course is ultimately an attempt to understand Islam as an idea and 
as a process, never as a static and crystallized snapshot of the world 
through the eyes of any specific group inside or outside the Muslim 
community. 

Minimally, students will learn basic definitions of key terms and 
concepts, identify major social and political trends, locate 
demographic and political centers within the Islamic world, 
understand legal and philosophical norms, contextualize historical 
events, expose hidden and public tensions within and without 
Muslim and/or non-Muslim communities, and acquire a basic 
understanding of the origins, developments, and limits of the 
Islamic civilization. 

and 
Culture 

Religion Medieval Religion and Culture  
RELS:1225 

Religious 
Studies 

This course explores European religion, principally Western 
Christianity, and its broader cultural setting from the end of antiquity 
to the eve of the Reformation (ca. 1500).  It examines beliefs and 
practices among the intellectual and social elite as well as the 
meaning of religion for the largely illiterate and unlearned majority 
of the population.  Topics also include the role of women, religious 
opposition, the place of the liturgy, religious art and architecture, 
politics and religion, and the syncretic blend of “official” and folk 
religion.  Three examinations and three short papers. 

Historic
al 

Perspect
ives 

None 

https://myui.uiowa.edu/my-ui/courses/details.page?ci=154897&id=944680


Religion Living Religions of the East 
RELS: 1404 

Religious 
Studies 

Human beings in the East and the West share more similarities than 
differences. However, the differences are important to understand 
because not only are they interesting but they can have tremendous 
impact on our life, work, and community. This course uses a 
comparative and cross-cultural approach to examine major world 
religions: Buddhism, Confucianism, Hinduism/yoga, Shinto, and 
Taoism, among others. Differing from Christianity, these belief 
systems are both “philosophy” and “religion.” We will introduce 
their basic teachings and evaluate their significance in history—
especially Chinese civilization which has influenced Japanese and 
Korean civilizations for most of the past two millenniums. We will 
examine how these beliefs and practices have forged civilizations 
by maneuvering politics, society, and warfare in the East and in 
building business conglomerates across the globe. 

 In this course, we will also investigate the dynamic interchange of 
Christian and Eastern ways of thinking and living, since 
Christianity represents the Western values and modernity that 
appeal to many elites throughout Asia; however, it is also a point of 
contention for others. We will discuss how the West interprets and 
practices these Eastern traditions such as the Counterculture of the 
1960s and the New Age movement. 

Values 
and 

Culture 

None 

 Intro to African American 
Religions 
RELS:1350:0001  

Religious 
Studies 
 

This course is designed to introduce students from a variety of 
majors to the social and cultural history of African Americans 
through the framework of religious history.  It will provide students 
with the opportunity to explore how African- American religious 
communities developed and changed in response to various 
struggles for freedom in black America, and how these freedom 
struggles transformed religious consciousness and social and 
political values in the United States from the beginning of the 
Atlantic slave trade to the present.  The course will engage students 
in critical and creative thinking about the cultural, historical, and 
political issues that have constructed the African American 
religious experience and the relationships between religion, race, 
and society in the United States.  Class sessions will follow a 
lecture discussion format, and occasionally, interactive study 
groups will be utilized 

Values 
and 

Culture 

None 

Religion Quest for Human Destiny 
RELS:1903 

Religious 
Studies 

Upon completing this course, students should be able to (a) reflect 
on how various quests for meaning in life as expressed in literature 
relate to the human condition, with particular attention to matters 
relating to the table, the bedroom, and the grave; (b) specify the 
dangers in making generalizations about biblical texts and the 
individuals and groups that hold them to be sacred; (c) indicate how 
fundamental human questions such as "Where do we come from?", 
"Where are we going?", and "How long do we have?" are expressed 
from the contrasting viewpoints of the pagan and biblical visions. 

VSD None 

https://myui.uiowa.edu/my-ui/courses/details.page?ci=158272&id=949747
https://myui.uiowa.edu/my-ui/courses/details.page?ci=158273&id=948766
https://myui.uiowa.edu/my-ui/courses/details.page?ci=158271&id=945376


Religion Politics Sex and the Bible  
RELS 2620 

Religious 
Studies 

Even in a country in which the Separation of Church and State is a 
stated goal, it is impossible to completely separate the two. People 
frequently base their decisions and opinions upon their religious 
beliefs. However, the debate over exactly how the Bible should 
influence our culture and laws is not just one between Christian 
Believers and Atheists. On the contrary, many Christians disagree 
over exactly how the Bible should be interpreted and applied in any 
given case. This course will introduce students to the variety of 
biblical stances presented on major issues influencing our country 
and help them better understand how so many different positions 
can be based upon the Bible 

Diversit
y and 

Inclusio
n 

None 

Religion The Bible and the Holocaust 
RELS: 2775 

Religious 
Studies 

This course deals with the Nazi war against Jews and Judaism from 
both the perspective of the perpetrators and of the victims. In regard 
to the victims, we will read three accounts by survivors who found 
themselves caught in the Nazi web of terror: one hiding out with a 
Polish Catholic family, another on the lam in the Latvian 
countryside, and the last in the belly of the beast of the largest 
killing center (Auschwitz). We will also read selections from the 
Hebrew Bible in order to determine whether in the light of the 
slaughter of six million Jews it can be said that the biblical God is 
still "alive." The course is taught by Holstein. There will be two 
multiple-choice exams of equal weight. 

None None 

Immersion/S
ervice 
Learning 

Writing and Community Outreach 
Arts-Based Service Learning with 
the Iowa Youth Writing Project 
WRIT:2100 

Writing “I’m not interested in whether you’ve stood with the great; I’m 
interested in whether you’ve sat with the broken.” How can 
language serve to empower an individual or community? What is 
the connection between literacy and social justice? In this course, 
you will put language into action to build communities, inspire 
young thinkers, and ultimately act as mentors and advocates for K-
12 youth in Iowa City. With a team of your peers, you will create 
lesson plans and put them into action each week at one of the Iowa 
Youth Writing Project (IYWP) sites of your choice (either Mark 
Twain Elementary, Longfellow Elementary, or Tate High School). 
You will write brief responses on your volunteering sessions and on 
your growth as a student mentor, and you will create a final 
chapbook of student work. In addition to volunteering, our class 
time will serve as a weekly reflection on your service experience 
through group discussions, writing exercises, and engagement with 
pedagogical and literary texts. We will consider what it means to be 
a community builder and how a student can most effectively and 
thoughtfully connect with youth of diverse backgrounds? Special 
emphasis will be placed on real-world engagement, collaborative 
learning and leading, sharpening social awareness, and honing 
practical writing/communication skills.   You must be available to 
volunteer at one of four times throughout the semester: Thursday 
afternoon, Friday mid-morning, Friday after lunch, or Friday 
afternoon. More details about specific sites and times will be 

Diversit
y and 

Inclusio
n 

None 

https://myui.uiowa.edu/my-ui/courses/details.page?ci=170979&id=948744
https://myui.uiowa.edu/my-ui/courses/details.page?ci=151148&id=944737
https://myui.uiowa.edu/my-ui/courses/details.page?ci=171323&id=942673
https://myui.uiowa.edu/my-ui/courses/details.page?ci=171323&id=942673
https://myui.uiowa.edu/my-ui/courses/details.page?ci=171323&id=942673
https://myui.uiowa.edu/my-ui/courses/details.page?ci=171323&id=942673


provided the first day of class. You will have to undergo a routine 
background check before working with children. This course 
counts as an elective for the Nonprofit Management Certificate and 
for the Writing Certificate. Students interested in counting this 
course toward their experiential learning requirement for University 
Honors should enroll in the Honors-designated section. 

Immersion/S
ervice 
Learning 

Iowa Youth Writing Project 
Practicum 
WRIT:4100:0IND 
 

Writing Students who have previously taken Writing With Purpose or 
served as IYWP Interns are eligible for this independent study in 
which they mentor new volunteers on a weekly basis at IYWP 
program sites.  The mentorship includes working one-on-one with 
volunteers, writing and reviewing lesson plans, providing resources 
and feedback for volunteers, and leading workshops for 
children. Students wishing to receive credit through the IYWP for a 
mentorship must first meet with the IYWP director to receive 
permission to enroll. Email magid-writing@uiowa.edu, or call 
(319) 384-1328 to set up an appointment 

None Restricted for 
all students 

 

https://myui.uiowa.edu/my-ui/courses/details.page?ci=169335&id=944355
https://myui.uiowa.edu/my-ui/courses/details.page?ci=169335&id=944355
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